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In earlier columns I mentioned my
penchant for being a little frugal when it
comes to purchasing cars. To be truthful,
I pretty much end up getting what I pay
for.

Take my last car as an example. On
Sundays I used to take my family out for
a push. Every time we stopped somebody
would report an accident. And to be hon-
est, just once I wanted someone to pass
us without pointing at my tires.

Once I was able to get up a good head of steam, the car
went pretty well. So I tried to stick to the Interstate Highway
System which is conducive to “non-stop” driving.

Which brings me to the subject of this column, the 50th
Anniversary of the U.S. Interstate Highway System. The cre-
ation of the Interstate Highway System was signed into legis-
lation by President Eisenhower in 1956 and was strategically
designed to reduce travel times, improve commerce and help
us to protect our nation. It also created the suburbs, the fast
food industry and the orange barrel industry.

Enough concrete was poured during the construction of
the Interstate System to build a wall 9 feet thick and 50 feet
high around the world. Today the 46,000 mile Interstate
System is comprised of 63 highways, 54,663 bridges and 104
tunnels.

Metal Forms takes great pride in celebrating the 50th
Anniversary of our national highway system. After all, we
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... continued on page 2

Remind your customers that you carry Metal Forms prod-
ucts by displaying our colorful and attractive banner, signage
and counter displays.

The large (2-1/2’ x 4’) canvas banner is supplied with grom-
mets and is suitable for both indoor and outdoor display.

Our point of purchase (POP) display for Poly Meta Forms®
contains:

• 4” poly form with twist stake pocket
• “Great Curves” ad
• Poly Meta Forms® Brochures
• Pocket Catalogs

Its small, compact design fits easily onto your counter
without cluttering your workspace.

If you have any questions or need any of the promotional
materials listed above, give us a call at (414) 964-4550.

MFC Promotional Tools

... continued on page 3

J.C. Caribe, Inc., Concrete Forming & Accessories was founded
in 1984 by José M. Luyando, President and Owner of J.C. Caribe,
located in San Juan, Puerto Rico. J.C. Caribe has been a distributor
of Metal Forms Corporation since they opened their doors for busi-
ness 22 years ago. If fact, their very first Purchase Order (P.O.
#0001) was issued to Metal Forms in 1984. 

Over the past 22 years, J.C. Caribe has grown into a very suc-
cessful family business, selling concrete forming and accessories
across Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and the Dominican

Dealer Profile:

Representing Metal Forms for Over 20 Years!

These photos from the 1960s show Denton Construction, Co. creating part of the US Highway system in Northern Michigan, specifi-
cally US27 (later renamed I-75). At that time, interstate designation wasn’t as wide spread. Denton set a record of 8,030 feet of 9” pave-
ment poured in one day (12 hours), using MFC’s METAFORMS® on the project. 

“That was a lot of forms to set,” says Leet Denton, President of Denton Enterprises, Inc. “Metal Forms’ forms were the best then and
still are today.”

J.C. Caribe, Inc.
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Asphalt is Hot...Concrete is Not!
How much cooler is concrete than asphalt

on a hot summer day in Nashville, Tennessee?
That was the question that had experts

guessing (and vying for a prize of a free weather
station) at the American Association of State and
Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO) annu-
al meeting.

Responses were as low as five degrees
Fahrenheit to as high as 75 degrees Fahrenheit,
while the average was 36.5 degrees Fahrenheit.

The winning answer came from North Carolina
Secretary of Transportation Lyndo Tippett, who said
concrete pavement is an average 22.5 degrees
Fahrenheit cooler than asphalt.

Did You Know...
Each year there is one ton of cement poured for each man, woman,
and child in the world.

The Romans used a version of concrete that combined powdered
limestone and volcanic ash to create the cement required to bind
stone and water together.

Although the Federal Government provided 90 percent of the funds,
the Interstate System was built by the States, which own and 
operate it.
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www.metalforms.com

Fill in the missing number in the statements below. The answers
can be found in this newsletter. Then fax your entry to me at 414-
964-4503. You’ll receive a new MFC baseball cap, simply for enter-
ing! AND, all entries are put into the grand prize drawing at the
end of the year to win a SPEED SCREED SOLO® one-man screed.

The Interstate System is __________________________ years old.

UW-Madision Civil Engineering students have won the Concrete
Canoe Competition for the ____________________ year in a row.

MFC has added _____________________ people to its sales staff.

J.C. Caribe, Inc. has been in business for _______________ years.

Name: ________________________________________________________

Company: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________  State: _______  Zip:__________

Phone: _________________________  Fax: _________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________
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More Dealer Support

In our continuing quest to provide support for MFC
dealers, we are proud to announce the appointment of
Matt Michel as Sales & Service Representative and Vince
Muehlbauer as Sales & Application Specialist.

Matt will be covering the Midwest territory and has
proven experience in both sales and the construction
industry. His background in construction includes con-
crete forming and finishing. If your dealership is located
in the Midwest, be sure to contact Dan Block or Matt to
schedule a sales meeting and/or product demonstration.

Vince also has an excellent background in construc-
tion and joins Bob Steffen and Kathy Karth to compli-
ment a very capable and knowledgeable inside dealer
support team. Vince will be concentrating his efforts on
the Midwest territory, but also will be available to assist
dealers from other areas.

Mel’s Column ... continued from page 1

Republic, mainly to general con-
tractors and concrete sub-con-
tractors. 

“We market to our customers
through participation in con-
struction tradeshows held in our
territory,” says Luyando. “Our
sales force is also a huge part of
our marketing efforts. They are
the people that our customers
see on a regular basis, so they
become the face of our company
for those customers.”  

J.C. Caribe has been a Metal
Forms Master Dealer since the
inception of the program.
Luyando says, “This program allows us to keep additional
inventory because of the great discounts we receive. Not only
are we able to serve our customers better because we have
product in stock, we are also able to pass the discount on to
our customers and keep our pricing competitive.” 

“We have a very close business relationship with Metal
Forms Corporation,” says Luyando. “They conduct all of their
business in a very professional manner and provide us with
the best service in the industry. We are completely satisfied
with Metal Forms in every way.”  

J.C. Caribe ... continued from page 1

played a big part in forming (literally) the concrete roads that are
now a major part of the Interstate.

Concrete paving methods have changed as our country’s road
system has grown and today most contractors use slipform
pavers. But traditional paving methods remain an integral part of
highway construction. Metal Forms’ advanced forming and fin-
ishing products have kept pace with the times and are extensively
used on concrete pavement projects throughout the United States
and the world. 

I decided that if I was to continue to take advantage of our
Interstate Highways, I would have to break down and buy a dif-
ferent car. I looked at the sticker on a new Cadillac and decided
that I could probably afford the sticker … but not the car.

So I purchased a smaller vehicle that has an interesting safety
device. When the car comes within three feet of another car, a
voice tells you how much you still owe on it.

Now I find out that to get enough money to fill my gas tank, I
may have to sell the car.

Product Improvement

The REDESIGNED
“OVERHEAD HANGER”
is adjustable for both
thickness and curb batter
(layback).

For Curb & Gutter
Construction

SETTINGS/
ADJUSTABILITY
Width: 4-1/2” to 7”

wide curb.
Layback/Batter:

0,1,1-1/2, 2”
(No batter on radius
set-ups)

Call MFC today for
updated literature and
a quote on Poly Meta
Forms® for curb and
gutter construction.

Mel’s Musings

Why doesn’t

glue stick to the

inside of the

bottle?

For the fourth year in a row, the University of Wisconsin-Madison won the
American Society of Civil Engineers’ (ASCE) National Concrete Canoe Competition.
Civil engineering students from around the country design canoes made of concrete
that not only have to float, they have to use them to compete in both endurance and
sprint races. Their placement in the race counted for 25 percent of their total score. 

The remaining 75 percent was based equally on: a technical design paper that
highlighted the planning, development, testing and construction of the team’s canoe;
a formal five-minute oral presentation and the end product - the final racing canoe
and product display, which were scored on aesthetics and visual presentation. 

The University of Wisconsin - Platteville also placed well, finishing 9th overall.
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